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This entry dates the emergence of the freak show as a key form of Victorian leisure to the 1840s. It
demonstrates that these exhibitions of physical difference served as spaces for negotiations amongst
doctors, scientists, anthropologists, and a mass consumer public about how to distinguish â€œnormalâ€• and
â€œabnormalâ€• bodies and about the cultural meanings attached to these classifications.

â€œOn the Emergence of the Freak Show in Britainâ€• | BRANCH
A freak show is an exhibition of biological rarities, referred to in popular culture as "freaks of nature". Typical
features would be physically unusual humans, such as those uncommonly large or small, those with both
male and female secondary sexual characteristics, people with other extraordinary diseases and conditions,
and performances that are expected to be shocking to the viewers.

Freak show - Wikipedia
Midget (from midge, a sand fly) is a term for a person of unusually short stature that is considered by some to
be pejorative. While not a medical term, it has been applied to persons of unusually short stature, often with
the medical condition dwarfism, particularly proportionate dwarfism.. It may also refer to anything of much
smaller than normal size, as a synonym for "miniature", such as a ...
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